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If you would turn in your Bibles to Habakkuk chapter 2.

We are going to be picking bake up in Habakkuk chapter 2 starting in verse 2.

Last week we talked about our limitations in two veins. First, we are limited in time. 

If we took all of recorded history and condensed it into an hour, you are here for a maybe milliseconds. But God knows the beginning from the end. In fact God is outside of time all together. So who knows best?

On top of being limited in time, we are absolutely limited in scope. 

Because of our limited time and scope we cannot fix the problems of mankind! We need God.

We need to humble ourselves before God and put our faith and trust in His goodness and in His perfect timing.

So with all of that said, let’s look at Habakkuk. 

As I have said, the book of Habakkuk is the dialog, this back and forth conversation Habakkuk is having with God.

Habakkuk, with his limited time and scope says to God, your people are running amuck and you are taking too long to correct them. 

And then when God says, on no, I’m going doing this. I am bringing in these Babylonians, this evil wicket nation to destroy them.

Habakkuk, with his limited scope, says to God, no God, that’s not the way you should do it. That’s not going to happen. Surely You are too holy for that. Surely You wouldn’t do it that way.” 

Then, in chapter 2 verse 1, Habakkuk has got this little prideful attitude to him. He’s like, “I’m going to stand out on the watchtower and see what God will say to me concerning these things.” 

That brings us to Habakkuk 2:2; “And the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.” 

God says, “Write it down, and not on paper. Get you some stone and chisel it into stone.”

This is kind of like doing the New York Times’ crossword puzzle in ink. This is right and it is not going to change.

And then look at what He says next, 2:3; “For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it [that is this vision] will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 

God is saying to Habakkuk; Look Habakkuk, with your limited understanding of time, with your limited scope and understanding it may seem slow to you but wait for it, it is coming. 

Trust me. Have a little faith. This is what’s going to happen but it’s going to happen in my timing.” 

Let’s read on, Habakkuk 2:4, this is God speaking. “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.” 
Now you have this separating out of two kinds of people. You have a puffed up person who is not righteous, a person whose confidence is in himself. He is unaware of how limited he is. 

He is “puffed up.” He is conceited. He is his own answer, he can solve it himself, he has no need to submit to God, and no need to lower himself under the hand of God. 

If you look over the rest of the chapter you see these five Woe statements; Woe to him [this puffed up man] who heaps up what is not his (2:6), woe to him who gets evil gain (v. 9), woe to him who builds a town with blood (v. 12), woe to him who makes his neighbor drink (15), and in verse 19, woe to him says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! In other words he makes his own god.

This word “Woe” is a word in Hebrew that means “alas for you” or “how tragic for you”. It is an interjection of distress pronounced in the face of disaster or coming judgment.

In context here, the “puffed up” person in 2:4 will receive this judgment because of their pride and arrogance.  

Lest you fall into the same trap Habakkuk did, don’t sit there thinking yeah God, go get those evil people. 

Remember Habakkuk was the guy who just said “I will stand on watchtower and see what God will say”. 

We have to be careful that we don’t become puffed up person ourselves. 

I would like to commend to you the reading of the rest of this chapter this week. Read it with and honest open heart asking God is there anywhere in your life where this might be true of you.

But, what I want to do this morning is to focus our attention on the second person pictured in 2:4—the righteous who live by faith. 

That word, the righteous, carries a lot of weight. The righteous are those who have right standing before God, those who are seen by God as holy, blameless and spotless without sin.

In fact, we were given the law in the Old Testament to show us just how far off we are from God’s standards.

We know from the New Testament that the righteousness required by God is impossible for man to obtain on his own. Because of our sin we, on our own, cannot stand in right relationship with a holy and just God.

That is why they had the sacrificial system in the Old Testament. It’s why they were constantly going into the temple to kill bulls, goats and spotless lambs on the Day of Atonement. 

They knew they could not be righteous, so they trusted the sacrificial system to enable them to be righteous. 

Now we know from the New Testament that that was all a shadow of what was to come in Jesus Christ and that Jesus Christ was going to be our righteousness. 

In the end, you and I are righteous only because of Jesus Christ, not because of anything we have done. 

Now, here’s where we start to see the weight of what’s actually going on in this text— the righteous shall live by his faith.

The righteous, those who have right standing before God, those who are seen by God as holy, blameless and spotless, there is a way that they live and that way is by faith. 

If we are going to live by faith then I’ve got some questions.

What is faith, where does it come from, can you exercise it and how do you work it out? 

First of all we are, by our human nature, creatures of faith. Let me give you two examples that we’re going to keep coming back to as evidence. 

One, when you drove here today, you got in a car and, completely by faith, thought your brakes would work. 

Now you’re here, so I’m guessing they did. But you got in that car and it was an act of faith. 

You are sitting in a pew right now, and you didn’t test it first. You sat down simply as an act of faith. 

No one can function in this world without faith. In fact, I would contend that even the most staunch atheist practices faith at a religious level. 

I would even go so far to say that an atheist has far more faith than we do as believers, because we have a simple act of faith that there is a God who has revealed Himself to us in the Holy Scriptures, the Bible. 

Their acts of faith are, “Well, I, by faith, believe that the universe works this way. I, by faith, accept that this scientific research isn’t going to be debunked fifteen years from now like most science behind me has.” 

On and on I could go. There are a hundred million steps of faith for the atheist, and for us, there’s just one. There is a God and He has revealed Himself to us through Jesus in the Scriptures. 

That is our step of faith. It’s a simple one, and it’s an easy one.

Now let’s define faith since we’re all practicing it right now. Flip over to Hebrews 11. Starting in verse 1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

Ok, if we take our illustration of the brakes in your car and the pew you’re sitting in, let’s put it into this text. 

According to the text, faith is the assurance of things hoped for. 

So when you got in your car, you were not afraid of your brakes not working. There was a complete assurance on your part that those brakes were going to work. 

There was complete assurance on your part that the pew you’re sitting in would hold you. Most of you didn’t test it out. 

In fact, I’d guess that none of you pumped your brakes in the driveway just to make sure they were working before you pulled out. 

You didn’t push down on your pew before you sat in it. You had assurance in what? Hope. 

You hoped your brakes would work, you hoped that that pew would hold you and you were assured of it, so you sat down and you drove.

So the second part of that definition is, not only is faith the assurance of things hoped for, but it is a conviction of things not seen. 

So again, let’s use our two illustrations. Did anybody crawl under their car and check the brake line before you pulled out of the driveway? 

No, you didn’t. Why? Because you had a deep conviction of what you could not see. 

What about your pew? Did you check and make sure everything was put together the right way? No, you just sat down. 

Why? Because you have a deep conviction of what you don’t see. You see, we’re all creatures of faith. 

So faith is assurance of things hoped for, and it’s a deep conviction in what we cannot see. That is the biblical definition of faith.

So with that in mind, let me show you a couple of things about faith. 

Now, turn over to Ephesians 2. What we know about faith from the Bible is that, without faith, it’s impossible to please God. 

So without an assurance of things hoped for and a conviction of things unseen, you and I cannot please God. 

So faith is profoundly important for us to live in, walk in, rest in and exercise. 

So let’s look at where faith comes from and how we grow in our faith. 

Ephesians 2, starting in verse 8, “For by grace. . .” 

Grace is another Christian word that, if you’re not careful, you’ll miss out. Grace is unmerited favor. It is a free gift. We didn’t earn what has been given to us and we certainly don’t deserve it.

So let’s keep reading. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Did you hear what just happened in that text? 

The apostle Paul just said that you and I are saved, we are made righteous before God by the grace of God alone through faith and that the faith to believe is not our own doing. 

It is a gift from God, given to you by God, so you would have nothing to boast in but Him. 

Now if you’re in here and you’re struggling, if you have weak faith, then I would tell you to take heart. 

In Mark 9 we find this story when Jesus, with Peter, James and John come down from the mountain of transfiguration, and the rest of the disciples had been arguing with the scribes because they had tried to cast a demon out of a boy and it hadn’t worked. 

So Jesus comes down into the middle of what really is chaos, and He asks what’s going on. 

The father of the young demonized boy comes up to Jesus and says, “Your disciples have been trying to cast a demon out of my son, and they can’t seem to do it. Can You help me?” 

And Jesus says just a quick line about believing. Jesus says, “if you believe, all things being possible.” 

And when the father hears that, he falls to the ground, sobs and says, “I believe. Help my unbelief.” 

Now if we’re honest with ourselves, how many of us go, “There is part of me that believes, but then there are these other parts of me that have doubt, that hold back? Can God really do that? Is God really good? Can God really accomplish these things?” 

And so in those moments, our prayer is, “I believe. Help my unbelief.”

So faith is a gift of grace. We need the gift of faith. We need to ask God for it. 

Now go over to Romans 10. Let’s look at Romans 10:14-17. “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

So faith is a gift of grace, and that gift is dispensed in our hearing. Our faith grows by hearing the word of Christ, by sitting under the word of God. 

As we sit under the word of God, over and over again, by hearing it, faith grows, and as the gift of faith grows, you become more and more assured of what you’re hoping for and you develop deeper convictions of what you cannot see.

Faith. Faith in what? The promises of God, the gospel of God and the hope that we have found, our assurance of that hope, our conviction of what we cannot see, that it all works out for our good and God’s glory in the end. 

So back to Habakkuk. Which one of them are you? You’ve got two people painted in that picture. 

You’ve got puffed up and conceited with no need for God. You’re it, your faith is in you, you can accomplish it and you can make it happen. 

Or do you live by faith? Is your faith in the God who is there, the God who will always be victorious and the God who sees all things? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Where is your confidence, and where is your hope? 

Where is your confidence? Is it in you? Is it in what you can do, what you can accomplish, how you can get things done? 

Or is your confidence in the reality that God is, that He loves you and that He is good, gracious and loving? 

I’ll tell you how you can see it working itself out. Are you consistently pursuing Him, chasing Him and seeking after Him? 

If the answer to that is “no,” then you are a bit of a functional atheist. 

You are going, “I’ve got faith. I just don’t practice any of it.” That’s like, “I’ve got food. I just don’t eat any of it.” Well, you starve to death. 

In the same way, faith must be exercised and practiced. 

How is that done? By the pursuit of a God who our faith is in, so that there might be an assurance of what we’re hoping for and a conviction in what we can’t see. 

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26)
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